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tis an honor to curate INDEPENDENCE - Freedom in Creation, a duet
exhibition by two Zambian artists: painter Ringo Brian Chileshe and
sculptor Rabson Phiri.

Though based in different worlds — Ringo in Cincinnati, Ohio since 2011, and
Rabson grounded in Lusaka working in stone, wood, and metal — the
challenge was to find where their practices meet. After two years of planning
and a long wait for space at Lechwe Gallery, this exhibition finally brings them
together to celebrate Zambian talent.

Ringo's work is a homecoming. His vibrant, semi-abstract paintings trace his
journey from the Art Academy Without Walls in Lusaka to America. They blend
traditional Zambian/African themes with new cultural encounters, sharing
intimate moments of memory, ancestry, and joy. All works in the show were
made in the U.S. and are being exhibited in Zambia for the first time.

Rabson, a protégé of the late Master Friday Tembo and Flinto Chandia, carries
forward the ULENDO Studio legacy. His sculptures in stone, wood, and metal
speak of experience, freedom, and raw honesty. He alternates between highly
polished and rough textures, reflecting stories of life in Linda Township and
the freedom to create without apology. His international exposure and
restoration work for the Chaminuka Collection confirm his standing.

The curatorial team chose the title INDEPENDENCE - Freedom in Creation
after discovering a shared language: celebration. Both artists depict dancers,
musicians, and communal joy — art that affirms humanity amid life's
challenges.

Timed near Zambia's Independence Day in October, the exhibition invites
reflection on what freedom means. For these artists, independence is
expressed through unrestricted creativity — a freedom to celebrate life from
different angles.
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Ringo B. Chileshe

ingo B. Chileshe is a Zambian painter based in

Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, where he has been

working and exhibiting since 2011. His artistic
journey began at the Art Academy Without Walls in
Lusaka Showgrounds, Zambia.

Ringo’s work is a semi-abstract transformation of urban
and cultural narratives. His colourful palette blends
memories of home with new encounters in America,
creating layered stories around traditional Zambian and
African themes. Through bold color and form, he
reconstructs moments of life, music, and celebration,
reflecting both heritage and movement.

This exhibition marks a homecoming for Ringo. All works
shown were produced in the United States and are being
exhibited in Zambia for the very first time at Lechwe
Gallery. Itis an opportunity for him to reconnect with his
roots and share the journey that began in Lusaka years
ago.

His paintings speak to themes of independence and joy
— dancers, musicians, and communal gatherings
rendered with freedom and warmth. Ringo’s practice is
rooted in storytelling through paint, where personal
memory meets collective experience, and where art
becomes a bridge between Zambia and the world.

Rabson Phiri

abson Gonamaso Phiri (b. 1982) is a Lusaka-

based sculptor working in wood, scrap metal, and

stone. He began his careerin 1998 at Ulendo
Studios in Linda Compound. A bicycle repair job led him
to the late Friday Tembo, who became his mentor in
wood sculpture and material sourcing.

After Tembo’s passing in 2004, Phiri’s work stalled until
artist William Miko encouraged him to resume. He
returned through scrap metal sculpture, later expanding
into stone, and also built skills in installation and
restoration.

Phiri was featured on CNN’s Inside Africa in 2014. In 2024
he completed a year-long residency at Chaminuka that
inspired the work in this duo exhibition. He remains one
of the few Ulendo artists still active.

He has exhibited locally at Twaya, Henry Tayali,
Rockstone, State House, 37D, and Imvelo, and
internationally in Nigeria, Uganda, China, and at Alliance
Francaise. His work is in the Lechwe Trust, Chaminuka,
Betty Wilkinson, and other private collections.

Committed to sustainability, Phiri uses only naturally
fallen wood. His aim is to give new life to discarded and
broken materials.



